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Why Reading is Important for all Children

• Reading has the power to shape and develop minds, inside and 
outside of the classroom

• It is the most important subject in school – because everything else 
depends on it

• Excellence in almost any academic subject depends on strong reading 
skills

__________________________________________________________
____

• We want our children to be able to read with thoroughness, 
independence, accuracy and insight

• power of reading

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wznroZvpVHU


What Children Need to be Excellent Readers

• Children need:

• to have good phonics skills

• to be able to read fluently (125 words/minute by year 6)

• to develop their reading stamina

• to have a good understanding of vocabulary

• to comprehend what they read (e.g. by answering questions)

• to read non-fiction effectively
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Top Tips!
• Set time aside – so a daily reading routine is set
• Turn off the TV/radio/computer
• Check that your child is enjoying the book they have chosen
• Sit close together
• Ask your child questions such as: 
Who are the characters?
Who is your favourite character and why?
What will happen next?
Discuss one of the problems in the story
How does the story make you feel?
• Model reading to them – don’t be afraid to use funny voices – children love this
• Enjoy time together
• If you can’t always make time – get other family members to help
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